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IMf>ORTANT NOTinCATION 



IniemaiiDnal filing da» {ddyAaaruh/^r) 
20 October 2004 (20.1 0.20O4) 



SONY CORPOi=lAT10N et al 



1. Tranamittal of the 1»ns1atIon to the appItcanL 



□ 



Tbe IntemaUonal Bureau Uansmils herswilfa a COfiy of the English uanslaiion of the inlematioiial prelitnioaiy report on 
paiemabllity (Chapter I). 

The IntMoational Buiean tiansmits herewith a copy of the Eoslisb tianslation of the International prtJiminpiy report on 



d or ibe copy of fhe tranriafion to the descaled Of iHfiOtA OfOces. 



The International BuKan notifies (he Applicant thst copies of thai oanslation have been transmitted to the fbliowing designated or elected 
Offices lequiiing SQCib tianslatioo: 
None 

Ute followitig d^gnated or elected OfBoes, having waived tbe jeqnirement for snch a transmiltal at fljis time, wiU receive copies of that 
translation from the International Bur«a» only upon their request: 

AE, AG, AL, AM, AP, AT, AU, AZ, 8A. BB, BG, BR, BW, BY. BZ. CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM. DZ. EA. 

EC, EE, EG, EP, ES, Fl. GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IM, IS, KB, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC. LK. LR, LS. LT, LU, LV. 

MA, MD, MC, MK, MN. MW. MX, MZ, NA. Nl, NO, NZ, OA, OM, PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, 

TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA. UG. US, UZ, VC. VN. YU. ZA, ZM, ZW 

3. Reminder resarding translBtlon into (one ol) flie oCfiGid langaage(s) of the elected 0(fice(s). 

The ^plicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must tiijTniSbed to an elected Office, that transladon 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the intemalional preliminary report On patentability (Chapter II). 

and funush such IrauslatlDn directly to eadi etecied OlCoe eoncented vritfata the 



It is the applicant's responsibiiify to prepare and fiimisli such IrauslatlDn directly t( 
applicable time limit (Rule 741). See Voluipe H of the PCT Applicant's GoSde for fiirfihi 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

iChapler I of the Patent Cooperation Tiwaiy) 

(PCT Rule 446f.y) 



Applicant's or assent's IDs nsfcronce 
JSONY-632PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See iietn 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/015861 


Internationa) fjlinf dale {dav^mlt/wear) 
20 October 2004 (20.10.2004) 


Priority dale (itaWtnoiuh/vear) 
24 October 2003 (24.10.2003) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 
See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION 



1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by tlie InlCnMliOna] Bui«a« on boholf Of lh« 
Internationa] Searching Authority under Raie 44 bis. 1 (a). 

1. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, includingi this cover Sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Seardiin^ Authority should be read as a reference 
to the inienwional prclimintuy rc^wt on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indieaiions relating to the following Items: 

Box No. I Basis of the nqwrt 

I I Box No. n Priority 

j 1 Box No. ID Non-esiablishinent Of O]»nion with regard to novelty, inventive .step and industiia] 

' — ' applicability 

i I Box No. IV lack of unity of invention 

1^ Box No. V Reasoned slatement under Article 35(2) with legard to novelty, inventive Step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

I I Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

I I BoxNo.Vn Certain defects in the iniernationa] application 

[~| Box No. Vni Certain observations on the international application 

4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designai«! Otnces in accordance with Rules 44bti.3(c) and 93Wj, 1 but 
nou except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiraiion of 30 months from the priority 
dale(RnIe44i-/j.2). 





Date of issuance of this report 
24 July 2006 (24.07.2006) 
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Masashi Honda 
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From Ihtf *A/^^ 
iNTI-RNATIONAL SEARCHING AliTIIOKlTY *\Sy 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



(P<'TRulB4.1i.«,J) 





Dale oT mailiii; 
(dayfiiHnilh/yi-ur) 


Applicanl's er ag«nl'a file rcrcrence 
JSOKY-632PCT 


FOR PUKTHES ACTION 


li«crn»liw>al ai>i>llciiii«i No. 
FCT/JP2004/015861 


ImernnliQiia] nilng dal^ (dav/iHaiilh^ifor) 

20.10.2004 


Ftiorily date (dayfnumlt^vay) 

24.10.2003 



Inlcriulional PSAcnl Clartinmici) lIK'l Ot both iHtiOiMl «lMSlfie»liMaiKl IK.' 



SONY CORPORATION 

This opinioQ contaiai jadi f oliont rdallnji to the fullowing iienas 
IHI BcixNo-I Basis: of the opinion 

n Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. ni Non-«tl<ibli«hini;nl of Opinion wilb rtgwd to novvliy. invi»i)liv« siep and iitdvsiriAl «p|df<!ability 
n Box No. IV Lackofunilyofinvenlion 

Box No V Rcaxmcd siolenienl under Rule 43frif.l(anil with regard 10 iwvclly. inventive acp or induslrid 
nMicabilhvi ciialions and vXplAiatiow (tippoftine (well MAMinMl 

VI Certain dociunnits cited 
O Bnx No. VII Ceitnln deheis in the 
I I Box No. VIII C'enain ohservalions on the 



2. Pim-HEB ACTION 

ir a ifeinand Tcr Inlernalieinal preliminary examination Is made, tliis opinion will be conridercd to be a wiillen oianian o 
Iilernational Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"! excel* that this does not apply where the appUcom rhooKS an Authority other 
Ih.ifl this one 10 be the IPEA and th! fhoiien IPEA has nouned the iMcrnaliooal Bivcau under Rale 66.1 WAbI that written opinio 
this Inlernaliona! Searching Authority will not he so considered. 

If ihii opinion i*. M provided abov«, wnsidered to b* a wrillen Opinion of the IPEA. the opplieanl is invited (c Mibrrti to the IP 
written reply logelher, where appiopriale. with nmendmenls. before the expirulion of months from the dale of mailing of I 
PCTrtS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months 6fom the priority date, whirhevcr expires later. 
IS. see Form PCT/tSA/22D. 



For ftirther details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/22U. 



Mame and maillns address of the JSA/JP Amhorlzed offuMr 
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Inlcfn:ition:i] a|))>IiL-atiiin Nn. 

PCT/JP2004/015861 



Bans or this opinon 



EZl This ojiinion has heen ntabliaiKcl on the basis of a lr.iiisl.niDn frani the orioinal lonsinse inlo ihe rDtlowina lanswisv 

, whk-h is the langungi; of a Irnnslalion firnisliial Tor the pur]x>5es of iiDernalional searrh (under 



Rule 12..^anil33.llbl). 



a. lyfje of nuteri.'it 

I I a sequentfe Ijfliflj 

liiHet s I related Id the xquence listing 

b. formal of material 

I I in wriuen fbnnal 

c. ItneerrtUneOivnisMiif 

contained in the international apfiliealioB a> filed. 
r~| flimi logfflhnr with the inlvrnaiiDnal appUcalion In computer nadaMe focni. 
I I f umi jh«4 s<])»«qv«nl ly to thi« Authority (at thv pvrposti of SMir«h. 

I I In addition, in the eaw that tnoie than Otl* vewlon Of copy Of a *squ*nee lifling 
furnished, the required alatementii that the i nfonnotlon in the bi 
Hied at decs not go beyond the appliealion at filed, as appreprii 
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WRrrTEN OI'INION OF THE 
LNTERNATIONAI- SBAKCHIN<i AOTHOKITY 


Iraernaiiooal a|>|)licalion No. 

PCT/JP2004/0158S1 


Bux No. V KiuKtkned giaiemcnl under Rule 43bl«.llii)li) wlih rei;uird 1« nuvdiji, im'eu 
liiBUuiiKiind explunadom.'mppiinjriewch smieiiieni 


live slcp or industrial appliculiiiilT; 


1, SiMtfllKIII 




NovdIylNl 1-18 


\'ES 


Claim ^0 


InvsiniveaepilS) Qj,.^ 


\'ES 


Cliiini* 1-18 


NO 


InduiHrial applicability (lA) 1-18 


YES 


Chuiw 


NO 



2. C'italions and explanations: 

Document 1 : JP 10-78618 A (Fuji Photo Film Co.. Ltd.), 24 March 1998 & US 5974401 A 
Document 2: JP 11 -1 85034 A (Casio Computer Co., Ltd.), 09 July 1999 (Family: none) 
Document 3: Photoshop 6.0 Technical Bible, Softbank Publishing Inc., First edition, 25 
January 2001, pp. 67-68 



Discussion 

Document 1 pertains to a digital print ordering system that uses a network such as 
the Internet, etc., and says a user uses image processing and ordering software, and image 
data, after having image processing such as gamma correction applied, is sent to a printer 
(paragraphs (X)44-0045). It also suggests adding image correction processing instmction 
data as print order data and having image correction processing done by an operator at the 
printer (paragraph 0062). 

A technical means that displays image data, having it contrasted with image data 
before image processing and the details of a plurality of various coirections, respectively, as 
contrastive thumbnails and performs the corresponding image processing on the relevant 
image data according to which thumbnail is selected by a user is well-known user interface 
art, as described in document 2 and document 3. Employing this as a user interface for 
entering image correction processing instruction data added to print order data in the system 
described in document 1 could easily be conceived by a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore the inventions of claims 1-18 do not involve an inventive step on 
account of documents 1-3. 
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